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The Director of Central lntel!igence .

Vashing on, D, C. 20505

27 Jaauavry 1977

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Honorable 70 igniew Brzezinslki
ASSJst ant to the President for National
Socarity AfDsars

SUBJLECT ¢ Recomnaissan: Yurceraft Overfiiesht o
Cuba

b, This memorandum vespond: to seio /vl the questions raised
during the discussion of reconnaissance Uveijl ght of Cuba during
yesterday's NSC meeting.

2. Subsequent to the Cubwm sissife crisi., v intelligen-e
Communiity was highly dependent ¢ manded ovr Tliighf of Cubz by
U-2 aircraft to monitor the statu:; of Cubar military forces, the
supply of Soviet military cquipmest to Cuova aund the periodic de
ployment of Soviet air amnd naval mjits to that isiand. As the
capability and capacity of our fiim-return photo-satellite recon-
naissance systems improved, the [requency of aircraft overflight
was incrementally reduced. By 14970, the.satellites were providing
the bulk of the photographic cover age of Cuban targets and aircraft
were used primarily to respond tc time-sensitive :ntelligence
requirements which could not be met by the film-return satellits
systems. By mid-1974, when thé SR-71 replaced the U-Z for over-
flight of Cuba, it was recognized that the justification for
continued overfllght was basgd primarily on the p\&ltlcal require-
ment to maintain a continuidg US reconnaissance presence .over fhe
island. A continuing standby ove rflight capability was also
provided for to handle tire-sensirive national intelligence problems.

[ii Fhis schedule, which.was

established by Secretary Kissinger, T@as generally been adhered to
unless accelerated or delayed by the Operations Advisory Group or
adversely affected by weather.
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4, From the national intell gence point of view, there are

no longer any reguirements insrifring continning overflioht of

Cuba by manned a
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5. From the political pein: of viecw, the contimuation of 4o i
SR-71 flights was intended to erse as a constant reminder EG L
Havana of US interest and con¢ srii about Cubi.  To the Cubans, the . ‘ 2

flights have been viewed with -onsiderable irritation as w.clations

of Cuban sovereignty.
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Terminati:
program would likely be read by iiavana as a signal of possible
interest by Washington in exploriag avenues for improved relations.
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: of the SR-71 reconmaissance
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